
Visual Art Virtual Learning

 Art II: Thumbnail Thursday
April 30th, 2020



 
Lesson: 04-30-2020

Objective/Learning Target: 
Students will take time to practice the skill of drawing from 

observation using plants as their subject and Botanical 
Illustrations as their inspiration



Masterpiece 
Monday

Take a closer 
look at a Famous 
Artist and their 
work

Technique 
Tuesday

Practice Skills 
Known and new 
techniques

What’s Up 
Wednesday

Explore a 
technique or 
Artist happening 
somewhere in the 
world right now! 

 Thumbnail 
Thursday

Small, loose 
sketches of 
objects we find 
or design 
concepts

Figure 
Friday

Figure drawing 
challenges



Earth Day EveryDay
Did you know… March 22nd, 2020 was the 50th celebration of 
Earth Day?!

Today I want to take some time to pause and appreciate the Earth and 
the wonderful nature all around us even if Earth Day was last week! 

Continuing our Thumbnail Thursday theme, today we will be using 
nature to create accurate sketches of plants & plant parts

To begin, we will be looking into Botanical Arts & Illustrations and 
their importance to scientific research



What is a 
Botanical 
Artist?
Begin by 
Viewing this 
Video to find 
out More:

https://youtu.be/_B6yRDDxOzw 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_B6yRDDxOzw
https://youtu.be/_B6yRDDxOzw


Defining Terms:
Botany- the scientific study of plants

Botanical Illustration- the art of depicting the form, 
color, and details of plant life

Flora- the plant life of a certain region or time period

Fauna- animals of a certain region or time period

Specimen- an individual animal, plant, or mineral used as an 
example of its species/type for a scientific study/display



Follow this link 
https://mymodernmet.com/history-of-botanical-illustration/ 

to learn more about the history of 
botanical illustrations and be introduced 

to some of the most famous Botanical 
Illustrators

https://mymodernmet.com/history-of-botanical-illustration/


Watch and 
Listen as this 
Botanical 
Artist Speaks 
more about 
her Role: 

https://youtu.be/FOd-FWGnSNM 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FOd-FWGnSNM
https://youtu.be/FOd-FWGnSNM


Take a Walk in nature
Get outside and take in some fresh air! 

Take some time to observe and appreciate the flora and fauna 
around your neighborhood. 

Do you not have access to very much green space, or do not 
want to draw what you found around your home? 

Try looking here: https://nature.mdc.mo.gov/discover-nature/field-guide/search

https://nature.mdc.mo.gov/discover-nature/field-guide/search


Activity
❖ Gather your specimens (or images)
❖ Begin drawing on paper with 

pencil: 
➢ Pay close attention to detail
➢ Take note of the plant’s life cycle
➢ Illustrate the parts up close:

■ The stem, the leaves, the 
bloom/petals

■ What do the seeds look like?
■ What about the roots?

❖ Trace your drawing in pen/ink
❖ Allow ink to dry & erase pencil
❖ Add color if you wish by using 

colored pencils or watercolor



Additional Resources
https://www.moprairie.org/

 
https://www.botanicalartandartists.com/what-is-botanical-illustratio
n.html 

https://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/ 

https://www.moprairie.org/
https://www.botanicalartandartists.com/what-is-botanical-illustration.html
https://www.botanicalartandartists.com/what-is-botanical-illustration.html
https://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/


Posters we use to 
teach you...





How to show us 
your 

creations...
We’d
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